
 

The following is a modified version of the ACT’s own list of topics on the Science Test, which also 

includes common high school science concepts. These concepts may or may not appear in the passages, 

and they may or may not appear in direct-knowledge-type questions, but understanding them will help 

you be fully prepared for test day.  

 

It’s a good idea to familiarize yourself with these concepts if you’ve never heard of them. If you’ve 

heard of them, it’s a good idea to refresh your memory about key concepts and terms from these areas.  

If any of these terms look unfamiliar, you should consult science textbooks from your school. Brief 

online searches may also help solidify this knowledge. 

 



The Science Test expects you to understand basic mathematical terms (surface area, volume, percent, 

diameter, etc.). In addition to these, you should be familiar with science material taught up to, and 

sometimes including, the eleventh grade. Basic scientific terms (solid, liquid, gas, etc.) are not presented 

in the following glossary. 

 

If the brief definitions and formula provided in this list are not enough to help refresh or familiarize the 

terms and concepts, you should consult science textbooks from your school. Brief online searches may 

also help solidify this knowledge. 

 

Here is a sample list of concepts and terms previously tested on the ACT: 
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